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of politics, or whether they are universal and perma-
nent phenomena of human nature. There are some
striking facts which appear to point to the first con-
clusion as the more correct. The most remarkable is
the relatively small portion of the human race which
will so much as tolerate a proposal or attempt to
change its usages, laws, and institutions. Vast
populations, some of them with a civilisation con-
siderable but peculiar, detest that which in the
language of the West would be called reform. The
entire Mahommedan world detests it. The multi-
tudes of coloured men who swarm in the great
Continent of Africa detest it, and it is detested by
that large part of mankind which we are accustomed
to leave on one side as barbarous or savage. The
millions upon millions of men who fill the Chinese
Empire loathe it and (what is more) despise it.
There are few things more remarkable and, in their
way, more instructive, than the stubborn incredulity
and disdain which a man belonging to the cultivated
part of Chinese society opposes to the vaunts of
Western civilisation which he frequently hears ; and
his confidence in his own ideas is alike proof against
his experience of Western military superiority and
against that spectacle of the scientific inventions and
discoveries of the West which overcame the exclu-
siveness of the undoubtedly feebler Japanese. There
is in India a minority, educated at the feet of English